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Introduction 
 
Although "Climate migration" is the result of a double and ongoing crisis that has befallen the 
world in recent years - the climate change and the forced migration – this field has not 
researched widely and the international institutions not yet recognized for climate refugees.   
 
The world is witnessing extreme climate events occur in different regions of the world -   
massive floods and severe droughts that claim human lives, forcing entire communities to 
abandon their place of residence and move to a safer place. Some, especially the young, are 
even abandoning their homeland and trying their luck to migrate to Western countries to 
ensure themselves and their families a more secure future. The Mediterranean has become 
a destination of migration routes from Africa, the near and far East, Afghanistan, Syria, Iraq 
and other countries characterized by wars, political persecution and civil rights violations, 
including women and children. 
 
The northern Mediterranean countries today and to a limited extent the southern 
Mediterranean countries have in the last two decades become a destination for many migrant 
groups and serve as 'transit stations' for many of them on the way seeking for to a better safer 
future. 
 
The field of climate migration by definition is multidisciplinary and requires cooperation 
between international institutions and countries, humanitarian organizations and police 
authorities, civil society organizations and governments to offer an outline of economic 
development and social integration of immigrants, forced migration, with forced absorption, 
sometimes without resources. 
 
Anna Lind Foundation (ALF) recently awarded a research grant to a group we are among its 
initiators for " Climate Change and Migration in Euro-Med region: Socio-Economic 
Development and Intercultural Perspective " headed by the University of Calabria (Italy) and 
with the participation of Association for Environmental Justice (Israel), Genista Research 
Foundation (Malta), Università d'Annunzio Chieti-Pescara (Italy), FHIRD- Farhat Hached 
Institute for Research and Democracy (Tunisia) and IMDI - Institute Migration Development 
and Integration (Albania). This grant is aimed for initial research, in which we will hold a 
workshop at the end of May 2021. 
 
For us, who initiated the event and are part of a group of researchers and heads of 
organizations dealing with both climate policy aspects in the Mediterranean, and the issue of 
migration absorption in the Mediterranean countries - it is clear that it is important to raise 
climate migration on the agenda, on the academic arena, in front of decision-makers at the 
state and international level and among activists for civil rights and social justice . 
 
The event we held on March 8, to mark International Women's Day, aims to raise awareness 
of the issue of climatic migration, and to be part of constructing a new discourse on the 
subject that includes both the affected geographical regions, such as Lake Chad in the African 
continent, and the migration absorption regions in southern Europe, such Albania and 
Portugal - while focusing on Women population, which according to a BBC study constitutes 
85% of global climate migrants . 
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Event Program 
 
Opening session: Chair: Mark Causon, Director, Genista Research Foundation, Malta 

• Djerang Saglar, Environmental Legal Advisor, The Ministry of Environment of Chad 
"Climate migration in the lake of Chad region" 

• Arahmaiani Feisal, International Artist, Indonesia "The Power of Nature, The Power of 

Woman: My Second Life in Tibet" 

   

Panel Session: Migrants absorption –where is the key for Social Integration?  
Chair: Carmit Lubanov, Director, Association of Environmental Justice, Israel 
Presentations:  

• Drita Avdyli – Lawyer and Mediator, Program manager, Institute for Migration 
Development & Integration, Albania  

• Biljana Tasic – Executive Director, Human rights advocator, ROMAG, Serbia 

• Ana Onofre – Lawyer, Human rights advocator, Sonhos de Igualdades, Portugal  

• Nilufer Doygun – President , İncirliova Gençlik Kültür , Sanat ve Gelişim 

                         

The event was held with participation of the following organizations: 
Association of Environmental Justice (Israel), Genista Research Foundation (Malta), Institute 
Migration Development and Integration (Albania), ROMAG (Serbia), Sonhos de Igualdades 
(Portugal), İncirliova Gençlik Kültür, Sanat ve Gelişim (Turkey). 
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A. Climate Change - Women and Nature - Global View 
 

Integration of Refugees in Maltese Society  
Mark Causon, Head of Genista research foundation (GRF), Malta 
 

Genista Research Foundation focuses on Environnemental issues, Organics framing, Media, 
communication, Integration of refugees in Maltese society. 
 
Migration in Malta  
Maltese population of 480,000:  
2800 irregular immigrants yearly with 12,000 registered as refugees/asylum seekers 
90,000 economic migrants 
 
GRF Immigration work is focusing on: 

1. Empowering migrants through training on farming 
2. Assisting migrants on integration 
3. Sustainable farming and sustainable economic opportunities 
4. Focus on addressing climate change issues at the source 
5. Working in various Sub-Sahara countries and Maghreb countries 
6. Organising intercultural training and activities 

 
 
 

                                           



  

6 
 

 AEJI – GRF new Working Papers | Euro-Med Region - Climate Migration |International event – Summary Report | March 2021 

"Forced displacement of population in the Lake Chad: What are the consequences 
for Women?  
Saglar DJERANG, Legal Advisor to the Minister of Environment and Fisheries1  
 
 
Introduction:  
Forced displacement of people is a growing global phenomenon. Armed conflict, violence, 
natural disasters and terrorism are among the root causes of these displacements. Many 
people are forced to move for socio-economic reasons: poverty, food insecurity, lack of 
opportunities, and limited access to social protection, scarcity of natural resources and 
negative impacts of environmental degradation and climate change. 
  
Chad is marked by the traditional movements of nomadic communities. The agro-pastors in 
Chad move with their herds during the seasons. Their movements are punctuated by 
transhumance. Apart from this fact, the current internal migration movements are marked 
by two distinct phenomena. 
  
On the one hand, there are voluntary movements. In Chad, the rural exodus characterizes 
these internal displacements. There are also areas that are particularly attractive to migrants 
because of the wealth of land and the dynamism of economic and mining activities (notably 
oil, gold). These movements are from North to South. On the other hand, there are 
involuntary or 'forced movements' by armed, communal or climate conflicts. These are 
massive displacements of people who come to settle in more secure areas. In 2012, there 
were many displaced people for environmental reasons, given the major floods that mainly 
affected the southern half of the country. The phenomenon is increasing further in Lake Chad. 
  
In the region of Lake, the Report of January 2019 on the Displacement Monitoring Matrix 
(DTM) carried out in the 7 sub-regions of Fouli, Kaya and Mamdi, revealed that a total of 
167,246 displaced people (41,620 households) were identified. This is due to Boko Haram 
attacks in the Kaiga Kindjiria sub-region, which caused an internal displacement of 126,313 
people (31,781 households) and 1,621 third-country nationals (387 households).   
                                                                                       
The causes of the forced displacement of the population in Lake Chad:  
In the context of Lake Chad, the causes are many and varied. These include the narrowing of 
this lake, which has lost more than 90% of the surface of the water, while the survival of 
thousands of people living in the Lake Chad basin depends on it. The lake is the main source 
of water for the province's fishermen, farmers and herders. All are severely affected by the 
shrinking of this lake, mainly due to over-exploitation of resources and climate change. The 
region of Lake Chad is politically marginalized in terms of infrastructure, investment in 
economic development, high youth unemployment. Added to this is the rapid growth of the 
population. To this end, the Province is suffering from poverty. 

 
1 The original text was written in French. English translation by Germaine Guidimbaye, Chad.  
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The already fragile region has been hit by attacks by the Boko Haram group. Recurrent attacks 
and threats continue to cause the forced displacement of people living in the Lake Chad region 
since 2015.  
 
According to IOM, three factors were behind this forced displacement. These are: 

• Boko Haram insurgency and human rights violations 92.9% of people; 

• Community clashes over resources causing displacement of 5.5% of people; 

• Natural disasters (or man-made effect) causing 1.5% of people. 
  
To further understanding the impact of the displacement of fishermen from Lake Chad to 
other fisheries in the country, IOM has initiated the process to conduct an investigation to 
this effect in 2020. However, the onset of corona virus disease constituted a blockade for the 
realization of said activity. 
 
The impact of the displacement of people in Lake Chad on women:  
After the Boko Haram attacks, military operations were carried out in the areas affected by 
these attacks. These operations have resulted in forced displacement of people and therefore 
women, who will want to be sheltered from shelling. 
 
Generally, these women are exposed:  

• Sexual violence, assault, rape and also forced marriage.  

• Malnutrition and diseases because the displacement of people generally has a 
negative impact on their food security, especially in a context where agriculture and 
fishing are major sectors of activity and food source. 

• Loss of property and culture change as IDPs move from one community to another in 
search of better livelihoods.  

• Unwanted pregnancy as they become more pregnant.  

• Retraining to other activities. 

• Exploitation.  
 

Also, when the head of the household has migrated, the woman becomes head of the family. 
To this end, it provides all family expenses, which is a very heavy responsibility for the wives 
of the migrated fishermen. 
Often men go looking for jobs or to trade in other cities leaving only women with children.  
Most of these women had the livelihoods of the Lake's products, especially fish. They can no 
longer benefit from these assets once they are on land. This profoundly changes their way of 
life and therefore adaptation is often hard felt by them.  
Displaced women and the population who have taken them in are particularly vulnerable to 
shocks, as their livelihoods depend on already increasingly degraded natural resources and 
unfavourable climatic conditions. They are vulnerable and have few risks management 
strategies at their disposal. This vulnerability to shocks keeps them in a state of poverty.  
 
In the face of this dire situation, what is the response of the various actors to deal with this 
problem? Are there other options? 
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Responses from different actors and other possible solutions  
To deal with the phenomenon of Boko Haram, the Government of the Republic of Chad has 
deployed a military force in the Lake to ensure security, otherwise no activity is possible. It 
should therefore be stressed that the Government directs most international partners and 
NGOs to the Lake in the area of assistance to refugees and displaced persons. These actions 
also benefit women and young people in the Province. 
For example, in 2019, UNDP launched the Lake Province Stabilization and Security Fund. This 
fund was an opportunity to give hope to affected populations, especially women and young 
people. 
 
In the same vein, the Great Green Wall led the project to rehabilitate and restore the Lake's 
ecosystems specifically in Mamdi, Fouli and Liwa. In addition to reforestation and dune-fixing 
activities, the project promotes income-generating activities for women and young people as 
well as capacity building. 
 
In short, it should be noted that many of the activities are carried out in the Province. 
However, much remains to be done to sufficiently strengthen women's resilience to shocks 
in order to ensure food security and nutrition, access to water, energy and basic health 
services, and sustainable management of natural resources.  
There is a need to strengthen the capacity of these women to manage the risks they face and 
to provide them with credits to undertake income-generating activities and their 
diversification in order to reduce their vulnerability. 
Social support, improved basic services and their integration into local communities are all 
avenues for meeting the challenges faced by women in the Province of Lake. 
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Conclusion  
Fishing and fishing trade are profitable activities for most of the lake chad population. Fishing 
activity contributes significantly to the income of fish resellers, who are the majority of 
fishermen's wives. This is especially evident among female heads of household. Without initial 
capital, they have the opportunity to improve their living conditions. 
However, conflicting social relations and Boko Haram attacks are detrimental to these 
women. Because of these conflicts most of them find themselves unemployed and 
impoverished. Their state of dependency makes them vulnerable despite the support of 
partners. Therefore, it should be noted that there are many of them, and the support of the 
partners involved is limited in relation to the needs expressed. 

 
  Recommendations  

Actors in the fishing sector play a fundamental role in the socio-economic life of fishing 
communities. Thus, in the face of their vulnerability, the actions below will reduce the shocks 
they suffer. These include:  

• Maintaining safety in the lake; 

• Establish a system to track women of forced migrant fishermen; 

• Creating basic socio-economic infrastructure; 

• Create a women's and credit savings co-operative and strengthen existing ones; 

• Establish a resilience fund for women; 

• Develop a mechanism for cooperation between forced migrant women and indigenous 
peoples.  
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The Power of Nature, The power of Women: My Second Life in Tibet 
Arahmaini Feisal, International Artist, Indonesia 
 
 
Preface  
This unique presentation starts with art work "Memory of Nature" which is installation, made 
out of natural material: soil, seeds & wood. So, the work is growing. The format of the work 
is based on the Mandala of Borobudur Temple in Central Java, the largest Buddhist temple in 
the world, where I live nearby.  
The main presentation has focused on describing the environmental Project in Tibet. Project 
that started in 2010 and is still ongoing till today.  
 
The following activities have been initiated and conducted in the first 5 years: 
1. Managing garbage & recycle 
2. Planting Trees 
3. Reviving organic farming 
4. Reviving nomadic culture & lifestyle 
5. Managing the water 
 
The Importance of Protecting the Tibetan Plateau Environment2 
I visited the village of Lab in 2010, after it was struck by the earthquake with the intention to 
provide assistance to the earthquake victims. After meeting, speaking and conducting 
interviews with KadengRinpoche, Geshe Sonam Lobsang & priest SonamRinchen, I suggested 
we begin to focus attention on the matter of the environment in general.  
 
Despite the horror of earth-quake I also noticed the horror of environmental destruction.  
This received a positive welcome from them, and since that moment we have been working 
together to overcome environmental problems in the village of Lab and its environs.  
For steps at the early stage in our first two years, we tried to concentrate on and take care of 
garbage problems in addition to planting thousands of poplar and pine trees. Also inviting the 
village community to be actively involved in this action to protect the environment, as well as 
of course the monks in the Lab monastery. In fact, the monks have now been obliged to follow 
lessons on the environment in general, as well as the Tibet Plateau in particular.  
 
The next stage will focus on health matters, beginning with education on life styles and 
healthy food.  Another important issue is the specific attention given to the development and 
the use of alternative, carbon free energy. This will become a priority program in the future, 
besides community income generation. 
 
The environment in the Tibet Plateau indeed requires special care because its condition will 
influence ecological balance, both at the regional and global levels. Apart from being one of 
the regions with the richest biodiversity in the world, the reality is that the Plateau, one of 
the largest ice field and the most vulnerable spot on the face of the earth – or as it is also 
known the “3rd Pole”, must be able to make all parties to focus attention on it.  

 
2 Lab Gompa, June 2012 
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In addition, this Plateau is also referred to as the “Water Tower” of Asia because more than 
1.5 billion people in Asia live from the water that rises in the Tibet Plateau and flows through 
great rivers such the Yangtze, Mekong, Yellow River, Brahmaputra, Ganges, Indus & Salween. 
Actually, the glaciers and permafrost are now already rapidly melting and often cause floods 
and mud flows at the river downstream, so this is clearly something that requires careful 
attention and swift countermeasures. Environmental experts have predicted that if steps are 
not quickly taken, then in 2030 the water sources in the Plateau will dry up! Furthermore, 
there will be a crisis of clean water that experts predict will strike the world in the next few 
years. 
 
Environmental problems now affect the whole world. Modern industrialization and 
globalization on the one hand provide profits and comforts, and also brings the risk of 
destruction of the environment and disruption of ecological balance. The clearing of forests 
and the short-sighted usage of natural resources – particularly non-renewable natural 
resources such as oil, gas and coal have led to devastating environmental problems for 
humanity. The amount of carbon-dioxide produced by industrial waste, also referred to as 
GHG, have far exceeded the normal threshold and must be rapidly reduced. One of the global 
impacts on the ecological balance is the occurrence of climate change. Nowadays apart from 
being difficult to predict and causing reductions to agricultural production, extreme 
temperature fluctuations, droughts, climate changes have also lead to the increasingly 
frequent and massive natural disasters like increase in the frequency of floods and landslide. 
And the ecological imbalance in general increases other kind of natural disaster in the form 
of earthquakes, tsunami, volcanic eruptions, these have brought the loss of many lives as well 
as the destruction of infrastructure.  
 
Modern industry also focuses its activities in the big cities leading to problems of urbanization, 
where villages and remote places are then deserted by their inhabitants, especially by the 
younger generation. As a result, the village is neglected, its potential left unexplored, being 
considered to be an under-developed and old-fashioned area. The impact of the materialistic 
and individualistic modern life-style also causes problems at the level of community life and 
culture. Communal and spiritual cultural values are viewed as seemingly worthless for this 
life. Yet is this true? If we look in reality the current global economic system is extremely 
vulnerable to crisis and provides no guarantee that it will last. It would seem that the trust in 
modern life-styles and fashions should surely be re-questioned and re-considered.  
 
It is furthermore apparent this system has created an increasingly widening gulf between the 
rich and the poor. It has created a small group of the very rich on the one hand, whilst creating 
a large group of the poor on the other. In this way individualism can provide the chance to 
someone to enjoy an extremely fortunate position whilst at the same time marginalizing 
those who cannot get a chance. Or in other words, it is almost impossible for the very poor to 
get that chance! Yes, modern systems emphasize the development of individual creativity and 
ignore collective creativity. Yet is this emphasis on individual creativity better for life? When 
one looks at what is happening in this modern life, we should indeed query and review this. 
 
In my opinion, this modern life has overly privileged reasoning and individualism– that which 
was initially viewed as “enlightenment” has now become decadent and rotten. Everything has 
become excessive and exceeding its threshold. Indeed, there is nothing wrong with giving a 
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place to the extraordinary individual that can provide a kind of enlightenment for humanity. 
Yet modern life-styles and fashions have slumped both morally and ethically, and now in fact 
just encourage the ego to indulge itself. This kind of ego worship brings about disastrous side-
effects and suffering for humanity and life in general.  
 
Life nowadays is no longer humane. The structure of modern-day life initially thought to be 
proof of human civilization has now become vulnerable to crises and crime. Nature and 
humans (who are part of nature itself) tend to be treated as mere objects whilst the human 
ego becomes the regulator and master of life on a continual self-indulgent mission.  
 
This system that is vulnerable to crisis and exploitative of natural resources has put life itself 
at risk. Mankind faces the threat of a future that has no shine, which is dark and heavy. Natural 
disasters continue to come and will always come. The population explosion is difficult to 
control. In turn, all this will create various problems, amongst of which are food shortages 
and ever more widespread poverty.  It is already possible to imagine what will happen in the 
future: the scramble for the leftover resources. The consequence is that war could be chosen 
by the elite in power, who want to defend their luxurious life-styles and comfortable 
standards of living.  Then, to whom will mankind complain and where will he find help? Who 
will come to help and protect if war or natural disaster come to destruct and destroy?   
 
It appears that mankind has the capacity to forget that life is a beautiful garden, heaven on 
earth. Mankind forgets to care for it, and nurse it, and transforms the garden into a jungle 
where wild and fierce people prey on each other. Mankind makes life an arena of combat to 
demonstrate authority in banal and primitive ways: might is right. There is no place for the 
weak and those who require protection, there is no place for those who have not the heart 
for aggression or are incapable of dispensing hurt, who cannot conquer and dominate, for 
those who want to live in peace and nurse life – to watch flowers in spring, blooming and 
maturing – there is no place.  
 
If we believe that mutual dependency is a fact of life and that mankind is part of nature, the 
human being should not consider himself to be the overlord who has the exclusive rights to 
exploit nature and other life forms.  Mankind should not act arrogantly and egoistically and 
destroy nature and life. Mankind should understand that she actually bears the burden of 
responsibility to conserve nature and the sustainability of life for the future generations. 
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B. Social Integration – Where is the Key? 

 
Climate Migration  - from Climate Risks to Regional Collaboration - 
Intrduction remarks 
Carmit Lubanov, Director, Association of Environmental Justice in Israel (AEJI) 
 
International Women's Day is marked this year of 2021 when the term “crisis” is constantaly 
raised on the public discourse against the backdrop of the Corona pandemic outbreak. Exactly 
a year of  epidemic  management, where a crisis of mistrust between citizens - governments, 
between medical institutions to govermental short-sighted considerations, in many countries 
around the world. A microscopic   virus has exposed huge weaknesses of the of governments 
and societies forced to cope with a situation where uncertainty is dominant factor, whilst 
people look for secure answers, safer world, social security. 
 
In wider perspective of the historical moment, it seems that that the corona crisis has pushed 
aside a previous crisis that threatens the world already for decades - the climate warming. 
And the  ongoing crisis of migration, surfacing following wars and political persecution, and a 
fatal results of climate change already evident in fragile locations around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interestingly, construct a program for the absorption of migrants in Mediterranean and 
Europe, in some areas - produces as well a solution - albeit spotty and partial - for coping with 
the climate change  - such as developing agricultural projects in rural southern Europe, or 
Middle East, and training refugees for skilled agricultural-tech work. It exists in Portugal, in 
southern Italy, in Jordan. Beyond employment and a fair life, those programs assist to achive 
food security, develop local economy  and create green spaces that are so necessary in coping 
with climatic warming, and welfare of migrants. 
 

 

This special event and specifically this session focus on the 

practical aspects of being "forced migration" and of coping with 

"forced absorption" - what does it mean to be migrants in 

countries that were a dream for them, but once they get there it 

is another crisis - a crisis of forced absorption for locals, with social, 

cultural and economic difficulties . 

When we break down the subject into separate units, it is quite 

clear that social and economic integration is critical. Are there 

good models in South Europe, the main destination? Where is the 

Key for good social integration? What we can learn from the 

accumulative experience, and from civic society point of view  . 

From my own close acquaintances in recent years with 

organizations in Europe that focus on migration - it seems that it is 

possible to create solutions that provide a better future for people, 

where the newcomers are essential part of the solution (and not 

only the targeted problem). It certainly cannot only be a matter of 

civil society organizations, but civil society organizations are 

important part of formulating solutions. 
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"Open Door" Policy in Portugal 
Ana Onofre, Vice president, Sonhos de Igualdadese, Portugal  
  
“Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal 
rights of men and women and have determined to promote social progress and better 
standards of life in larger freedom (…)”. 
Preamble of The Universal Human Rights Declaration  
 

• Believing the principle that only by education it´s possible to achieve a better and fair 
equality between men and women our Association aims to materialize projects 
involving the following subjects and matters. Among others: 

• To promote gender equality as a fundamental element of democratic societies;  

• To promote gender equality in all society´s fields specially in market and labor matters; 

• To promote women rights and fight gender, based discrimination;  

• To promote the eradication of violence against women and men, specially, domestic 
violence;  

• To fight stereotypes related to the historic role of women in society;  

• To promote integration and inclusion of women and relatives in case of migration 
situations. 

 
 

A. Migrants represent a 3% of the total portuguese population 
For decades, women were seen as passive migrants: men decided to emigrate and women, 
their partners or family members, joined them later. For that reason, their realities have been 
overlooked in several investigations, but in recent years this scenario has been changing. The 
increase in migrant women in Europe and the rest of the world has led to the feminization of 
immigration becoming one of the aspects most studied in the academic world. 
 
Since 2012, there have tended to be more resident foreign women than men. 
Main Nationalities:  
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Geographic Distribution: 
Majority of population lives in the districts of Lisbon (173,118), Faro (63,481) and Setúbal 
(36.175), within a total of 272,774. 
Most African immigrants live in the districts of Lisbon and Setúbal and the British and Dutch 
in the district of Faro, in the Algarve. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Open Door Policy: 

- Plan of action for the full integration of refugees in Portugal. 
- Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Foreigners and Borders Service 

(SEF) and the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities (ANMP), in order to 
strenghten and support the Portuguese state’s response in the reception and integration of 
refugees 

- Definition of national principles and criteria for entities applying to host refugees, in order 
to better evaluate the proposals. 

- Welcome Kit. 
 
Main Measures:  
The framework of the Strategic Plan for Migration (2015 -2020)3 concludes precisely by 
stating that this strategy "should promote equality between men and women in all priority 
axes". It also provides, in the field of integration and training, that “measures to promote 
gender equality and to reinforce personal, professional and civic integration in immigrant 
women in Portuguese society be strengthened”. In terms of specific measures, it is worth 

 
3 Resolution of the Council of Ministers no. 12-B / 2015 
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highlighting the ninth, which stipulates “promoting the participation of immigrant women in 
the associative movement”. 
National Plan for the Prevention and Combat of Domestic and Gender Violence, 2014-20174 
has more measures on this theme. The ninth measure aims to carry out “awareness-raising 
actions on domestic and gender-based violence aimed at immigrants, among others. 
 
 
Civil Society Projects 
Through the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund several projects on the integration of 
migrant woman are being implemented by NGOs, also with the support of national and 
international companies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4  Resolution of the Council of Ministers no. 102/2013 
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Roma women – known and unknown Contemporary chalenges and situation 
Biljana Tasic, executive director of Romag association, Serbia 
 

a. Introduction 
• There are around 12 million of Roma living in Europe 
• Roma are the youngest population of our continent 
• Roma are largely excluded from political and civic life 
• They have behind them centuries of battling against the discrimination and 

persecution, and living on the margins of society 
• Throughout Europe the Roma suffer disproportionately from poverty, illiteracy and 

lack of access to basic services 
• They are portrayed as beggars and thieves, treated like second-class citizens  

 
 

b. Where are Roma women in all this? 
• Marriage occurs at early ages, generally under 20  
• Age of birth regarding first child occurs under 20, most often between 13 and 15 
• Men have a privileged position 
• Women have an inferiority status, they are considered to be husband's property  

 
 

c. Risks they are facing 
• Poverty  
• The lack of social protection 
• Exposure to various diseases caused by repeated childbirths at very young ages 
• Domestic violence 
• Early death 

 
 

d. Recommendations for enhancing position of Roma women 
• In order to change the situation, a true political representation of the interests of 

Roma men and women is needed, which will focus on the most vulnerable from this 
community 

• Greater participation of Roma men and women in the creation and decision-making 
is needed because members of this national minority themselves know best what 
measures are needed to improve their position 

• Highlight positive examples and thus encourage Roma women to claim their rights 
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Climate change and Women 
Nilüfer DALKIRAN, İNCİRLİOVA GENÇLİK, KÜLTÜR, SANAT VE GELİŞİM DERNEĞİ , Turkey  
 
 
We are hearing it more and more: the climate is changing. But what does it mean? 
How will climate change affect us? What About Turkey? 
Whether we like it or not, the signs of global climate change have begun to show in the 
beautiful lands of Anatolia; Turkey is one of the countries in the world where climate change 
has manifested itself most clearly. 
 
 

Climate Action Needs Women.. But Why? 

 
 

100 % of the population needs to be involved 
Empowering women means more effective climate solutions 

 
 

Women are vital to building climate resilience in communities 
Climate change impacts everyone, but not equally 
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What is the situation in this field in Turkey? 
Here Are a Few Turkish Women Who Take on Responsibility for the Earth 
Deniz Ataç, TEMA foundation chairwoman of the board,  
Defne Koryürek, Founder of the Slow Food Turkey and a food activist 
Zülâl Kalkandelen, One of the most successful women in the field of animal rights. Journalist, writer 

Aslı Pasinli, General Director of the WWF Turkey 
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Summary  
 
The various lectures present a complex picture according to which in geographical regions 
where scenarios of ongoing extreme climatic events are already being expressed in the 
ground, such as the Lake Chad area, the women population constitutes a risk group in the 
climate change context . 
 
Among disadvantaged groups in Central-Eastern Europe, women belonging to an ethnic 
minority group (Rome population) are in a weakened position against the background of a 
traditional patriarchal structure and the perception of women as family property (father, 
husband) makes it very difficult for women to independently engage in society, and requires 
special attention and efforts to social integration for short, medium and long terms. 
 
On the policy level, based on the case studies presented in the event it can be clearly 
concluded that countries that choose to address the issue of immigration, such as Portugal, 
formulate a clear and uniform policy and offer tools for integration, the chance for social and 
economic integration of immigrants is much higher, including women and young people -  as 
"Open Door" policy, or the kit tools at "one-stop shop model", and should be considered to 
be applied at other countries . 
 
The case of the Tibetan Plateau, although centered on a remote rural community, exposed to 
climate change but also to environmental damages following the adoption of a Western way 
of life style, specifically consumption of processed and industrialized food necessitates coping 
with the tools of education and performed as was showed - joining of community leaders in 
a waste collecting projects and creating organic agriculture farming projects led to behavioral 
change as well as to health life and environment, and to community resilience  . 
 
The presentations and discussion clearly demonstrated the important role of civil society 
organizations in the field of the environment  and climate policy and of migration, economic 
livelihood.  The different cases indicated that female empowerment and reduce gender gaps 
should be central in Climate policy advancement . 
 
The event as well as the preparation work has been conducted part of the new research group 
funded by Anna Lindh foundation enable us to draw the following 3 main points  : 
 
1  .Lack of knowledge, data and integration of information between different regions and 
within regions to learn about the extent of climate migration and its implications within a 
region and between regions. 
In this context, the authors of the report will turn to international funds to expand support in 
this area in order to establish work teams in various aspects, including: workers' rights, 
intercultural influence, economic and social integration in the target countries . 
2. Learning and sharing practices relating social and economic integration in specific countries 
or regions should be with prime importance and we will target a special discussion.     
3.  Creating Network to exchange information and share insights, research findings, projects 
and collaborations to follow. the participants in the event will be integral part of this 
network  . 
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Event Photos' Documentation  
  

 

 

We began… 
As our colleagues and friends from Africa 
joined us – Dr. Mark Causon, Malta, 
opened the event on the occasion of 
International Women Day! 

 

 
Arahmaini Feisal joined us in late hour at 
Indonesia, inspired by her "Secret life in 
Tibet".  

 

 

 
 
Planting Tres in Tibet Plateau 
By Community with Monks  

 
 

Biljana Tasic, executive director of Romag association, Serbia, presented a bleak picture of 
women and girls from Rome, dealing with cultural barriers, prejudices, institutional 
discrimination and ignorance. The population of Rome is a huge challenge in the field of 
social, economic and environmental justice and we will be there to hear and make their 
voices heard! 
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Open Door Policy, Portugal, presented by Ana 
Onofre,  Sonhos de Igualdades. 
 

 
  
 

 

 
Chad – one of the most challenging place 
on Earth on Climate Migration was part of 
the event. Read the first Article of Saglar 
DJERANG, Legal Advisor to the Minister of 
Environment and Fisheries |  
translated by Germaine Guidimbaye. 

   

 
 

   
 

 

 
 
Nilüfer DALKIRAN, İNCİRLİOVA GENÇLİK, KÜLTÜR, 

SANAT VE GELİŞİM DERNEĞİ, Turkey  
Addressed the role of Women in leading 
CHANGE! 
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Climate Migration – View of Women and Nature 

As the world experiences a global response to the COVID pandemic, two 

mega crises continue to be part of the daily routine of millions of people 

around the world, climate change and migration. Against the background of 

studies that indicate that 85% of climate refugees are women, we dedicated a 

special event on the occasion of International Women's Day to the issue of 

"climate migration - view of women and the environment ." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Further information, please contact us: 

carmit@aeji.org.il   causonmark@hotmail.com 

 

 


